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The purpose of this publication is to present the various documents that are part of the historical record that was generated in the effort of approximately two-thousand people seeking their rights as Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians. Their story appears in the United States Congressional Record, the United States Supreme Court and it was told in newspapers across the country as “The most important suit that was ever filed with the clerk of the United States district court since the establishment of the citizens tribunal is that of Bettie Ligon on behalf of herself and over 1,600 other freedmen of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations.” This lawsuit involved property estimated value between $15,000,000-$20,000,000.  

After many years of researching Equity Case 7071 I have come to the conclusion there may have been some kernel of truth to the story my father told me about his “Indian Grandmother, because this lawsuit was not only trying to rightfully have people transferred from the Chickasaw and Choctaw Freedmen Rolls to the Chickasaw and Choctaw Citizen by Blood roll; the story of his grandmother was about putting her life on the line so more than 1500 people could receive their rights as citizens as well as three hundred and twenty acres of land. 

[image: ]When the newspapers throughout Indian Territory proclaimed the “Bettie Ligon case” as one of the most significant cases in Indian Territory the story my father told me about his grandmother standing in the doorway of Carter County Courthouse to prevent the closing of the building doorway so the “people out in the country” could come to town and sign up for their land. His story about his Indian Grandmother that I doubted initially, now rings with so much truth more than one-hundred years later.

The people who appear on the following pages comprise what I like to call Bettie’s List and they have one of the most unique stories of Indian Territory. Their history has for the most part gone unnoticed by historians and has not been a subject for scholars but it is one that must be told. The men, women and children who make up Equity Case 7071 deserve recognition and I’m of the belief it will only come from their descendants as they begin to research and tell the story of their individual family that will add to the collective story of everyone on Bettie’s List.1 Tahlequah Arrow april 29, 1905-p1, c4
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2 muskogee Times november 25, 1905 page 1, columns 5&6
The Joe and Dillard Perry brothers petition to transfer from the Chickasaw Freedmen Roll to the Chickasaw by Blood roll was considered to be the “test case” for the hundreds of similar cases were the child of a “recognized citizen” in the Chickasaw or Choctaw Nation was entitled to citizenship on the blood roll based on their lineal descent according to the Treaty of 1830 Dancing Rabbit Creek.
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3 St. Louis post dispatch november 11, 1906, p2c1
In November of 1906, the courts ruled in favor of the Perry brothers and their claim to be entitled to a transfer from the Chickasaw Freedmen Roll to the roll of Chickasaw by Blood citizens. There had been considerable objection, obstruction and adverse court rulings with many politicians from the territories, tribes and other states objecting to acknowledging the children of women of African descent as “Indians” and entitled to the three-hundred and twenty acres of land that was to be allotted them as a citizen by blood.
[image: ]
4 Muskogee Times Democrat-November 16, p1, c5&6
There were many attempts by the attorneys for the claimants of Equity Case 7071 to have their case settle through the process set up with the Dawes Commission but it was argued by their attorneys that officials within the Commission and Department of the Interior were suppressing and falsifying information that was to be given the Secretary of the Interior for the “fair hearing” on their claims as “lineal descendants” of a “recognized citizen” of the Chickasaw or Choctaw Nation. 

There were at investigations into the allegations by Congress that discovered Chief Clerk William O. Beall while furloughed from his duties with the Commission took employment with the law firm that represented the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nation, clearly a “conflict of interest” which was condoned by Tams Bixby. Later both men would leave their positions with the Commission but for many of the petitioners seeking citizenship on the blood roll, the damage had been done and their pursuit of “equity” would continue.
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5 Muskogee Times democrat March 01, 1907-p6c1
Without regard to the various treaties and laws that addressed issues of “lineal descent” the United States Attorney General submitted his opinion that there were no laws that “authorize the enrollment of freedmen and there should not be such a law passed” to President Theodore Roosevelt. 

Incredibly, Attorney General Bonaparte all but admitted the people petitioning to be transferred to the blood roll of citizens “perhaps most of them had Indian blood in their veins,” he held the Southern attitude “there was no theory of the law which enabled freedmen to be dealt with as heirs or descendants of Indian.” 

His attitude was in the majority and would be the same attitude displayed once Indian and Oklahoma Territories became the state of Oklahoma when practically the entire Congressional delegation fought tooth and nail to prevent the rightful allotment of three-hundred and twenty acres that came with being transferred to the Chickasaw or Choctaw by Blood Roll.
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6 daily ardmoreite april 14, 1907 page 6 column 5&6
On April 13, 1907 undeterred with Bettie Ligon as the lead litigant attorneys from the law firm of Hagler, Lee and Ballinger filed “the most important suit that was ever filed with the clerk of the United States district court…” 

Thus, the descendants of Bettie Ligon et al., v Douglass H. Johnson, et al., Green McCurtain, et al., and James R. Garfield, Secretary of the Interior, Defendants. Equity Case 7071 has survived for the descendants of these approximate two-thousand souls to finally have their due process and “Equality Under Law.”
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7 Senate report 5013, 59th Congress, 2nd session part 2, p1497
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8 Original brief Equity case 7071 page 1
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SUIT FILED

IN BEHALF OF FIFTEEN HUNDRED
INDIAN: OFFICIALS.

AGAINST INDIAN OFFICIALS

Fifteen Million Dollars Worth of Tri-
bal Property Involved—Restrain-
ing Order Agairist Disposal of*
Funds Asked For.

The most important suit that was

Sates district court since the estab-
lishment of the cltizens tribunal ls that
of Bettie Ligon on behalf of herself
and over 1,500 other freedmen of the
Choctaw and Chickasaw natlons, who
thed injunction proceedings agatnst '
Governor Douglas ¥. Johnson et al,
of the Chickasaw tribe, Green McCur-
tain, principal chief of the Choctaw
tribe, and Secretary of the Interior
James R. Garfield asking that they be
restrained from disposing”of any of
the tribal ¢ Tunds, and the
unallotted surplus lands until the |
rights of the petitioners have been de-
clded by a competent court.

| The suit is brought by the plaintiffs
to enforce the enrollment of these
partles on the tribal rolls udner the
treaty on account of the fact ‘that
negro blood flowed through their veins.
The contention of ;ho plaintiffs is that
they are entitled to enroliment the
same as the mixed blood whites of
the two nations.
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The following were received at Washington, D. C., from Mr.
Webster Ballinger:

BRIEF AND ARGUMENT OF MR. WEBgTEB BALLINGER BEFORE
THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO
INVESTIGATE AFFAIRS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

EXPLANATION.

The petitioners herein ask remedjal legislation, and as a reason
therefor asign: :

B

That they are in fact citizens by blood of the Choctaw and Chicka-
.i;tlw n?tions by reason of their descent from recognized citizens
ereof.

11,
. That under and by virtue of the treaty of 1830 the lands now held

in common by the Choctaw’and Chickasaw nations were to be ceded
to the Choctaw Nation and their descendants.

III.

That the patent issued in conformity with the provisions of the
_treaty of 1830 conveyed the lands now occupied by the Choctaw and
hickasaw nations to the Choctaw Nation and their descendants.

Iv.

That they are in fact lineal descendants by blood of the identical
persons to whom the grant was originally made.

V.

That they acquired their citizenship in the Choctaw and Chickasaw
Dations by descent from recognized citizens by blood thereof, by birth
1n the nations, and by uninterrupted and continuous residence therein

. and allegiance thereto.
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WIT3D. SPATIS COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF = !
9% INDIAN TERRITORY

Bettie Ligon, et al.
Plaintiffs

V.

Douglas H. Johnson, et al.,
Green McCurtain, et al., :

: EQUITY XNO.

and

James R. Garfield
Secretary of the Interior
Defendants

The Plaintiff, for herself snd for, and on
behalf of Russell Franklin, Ellen Gibson, Gracie .

rking, Virgie Adams, Mable Smith, Pearlie Gibson,

!1utwno& Johnson, Alds. John!on, Imfato Johnsﬂn,
Amands Duncen, Mintora Duncan, Anna May Duncen, Iydia
Jackson, Josie Jackson, Jennie Davidson, Dora Johnson,

John Jackson, Frank Jackson, Effie Johnson, Rayford

+ Johnson, ‘rrema Jackson, Geddis Jackson, Marietta
Jackson, Flossie Jackson, Celvin Jackson, Xelton Jackson,
William Jackson, Bessie Jackson, Dewitt Jackson, Cal

- Eumdy, Mendy Deters, Rosa Ray, Peter Humdy, Arthur Euwndy,
2

% % ‘ Hattie Patterson, Jack Rey, CurtiniRay, Lillie Bell

2

Ray, Bell Zora Patterson, Ed Humdy, Jeck Humdy, Minexrva
s Pabten, Harriet Towers, Roysl Humdy, Simon Humdy,.
_ Retta Jones, Tom Humdy, Frank Bumdy, Mandy Bunmdy, Jemnie

Humdy, Mary Humdy, Clarence Humdy, Lawrence Humdy, Marie

Humdy, Bessie Humdiy, Carol: i;:a Bumdy, Haney Patten, Maudie

» Neeley Patjln, ‘I'olivab Patten, Mary Patten:%maroeda

L Leew ‘
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ceremony will be simple.

BlG CHICKASAW CASE
DECIDED BY DEPARTMENT

2-| An important opinion rendered by, The department d:lcl;l.;d that the
the department was recelved at the |children were not enmtitled to enroll-
;; Commission today on the Joe and|Ment as citizens by blood as their

lication was not made within the
n | Cillard Perry case which: involves :'ﬂ:. p,oo":m by the recent agree-
11 | the transfer of the children ia ques- 'ment of July 1,1902.

a8 | tion from the Chickasaw freedmen This is one of the most important
r |roll to that of citizens by blood of | opinions affecting allotments made
E.|the Chickasaw nation. by the department in some time.

¢
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HALF-BREEDS
RECOGNIZED 4§ |
FULL INDIANS|

Perry Brothers Win Long

Fight for Share of
Tribal Money. (

SONS OF NEGRO WOMAN /s

Decision Will Be Far Reachmg 1
in Settlement of Chicka- '5

saw Affairs. h

HAD MANY  RULINGS

Other Applicants Who Can
Prove Indian Descent .
e Have Clear Road. !

ARDMORE, I. T.. Nov. 10.—In a ne- |1
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| 18 In the city.

FORMAL CHARGES WERE
FILED WITH THE UNITED STATES
SENATORIAL COMMITTEE
IN TIGATION AGAINST COM-
MISSIONER TAMS BIXBY AND
HIS CHIEF CLERK WILLIAM O.
BEALL IN THE FIRST HEARING
HELD LAST » HT AT THE COM-
MERCIAL CLUB ROOMS.

CHAIRMAN BIXBY IS CHARGED
LLY SUPPRE G
'ORDS; MAKING FALSE REP-
TATIONS TO SECRETARY
RIOR HITCHCOCK

NGLY PERMIT-
His CHIEF CLERK, OR SEC-
ARY, WLLIAM O. BE.
DO MANY Tk
SU DIN 1 AUDING CITI-
| ZENS OF THE CHOCTAW AND
CHICKASAW NATIONS OF THEIR
BIRTHRIGHTS.

e

st-

l:{? The charges were filed by Webster
,,_] Ballinger, a Washington attorney,
ond former correspondent of the

|
| HBY

U110

The specific charges agalnst Will-
fam O. Beal are to the effect that

| in June, 1903, Beall worked for one

the office of Mansfield,
McMurray and Cornish, attorne;
South McAlester, and “that he took
with him to their offices in South
McAlester

Certain Records
of the Commission relating to eiti-
7onshin cases,” and while so em-
ployed, “he instructed clerks of said
attorneys for sald nations how to
prepare and brief cases and what
proof was necessary to defeat the
rights of clalmants.'

The chargs go on to relate that
after Beall returned to. bis position
as chlef clerk of the commission
again he “PROCEEDED TO PASS
UPON, ADJUDUCATE AND DETER-
MINE THE RIGHTS, ON BEHALF
OF, AND FOR THE COMMISSION,
AND IN IT'S NAME, OF THE PAR-
TIES WHOSE CASES HE HAD PRE-
!PARED AND BRIEFED FOR THRE
I NATIO! AND AGAINST SAID AP-
PLICANTS! TERESTS WHILE IN
THE OFFICE OF SAID ATTOR-
NEYS FOR SAID NATIONS DURING
THE PRECEDING MONTH.”

It is charged that Commisloner
(Continued on Page Five. o .





image6.jpeg
PAGE BIX. |

OLT

ar®

Admlnhtcnd to Ballinger and
Negro Lobby by Bona-
parte...Earollment
Denied

Washington, March 1.—Attorney
General Bonaparte gave Webster
Ballinger and his negro lobby a se-
vere jolt yesterday in their scheme
to transfer 1,500 freedmen to the
regular Indian rolls of the Chicka-
saw-Choctaw nations,

In an opinion submiited to the
president, the attorney general de-
clared there was no such law to nu-
thorize the enpoilment of ficedmen
and there should not be such a law
passed. He sald the Chickasaws 1
Choctaws in giving each freedmaa
forty acres of land had been more
liberal with these ex-slaves ‘han t(bhe
white people of the South had been
with theirs, and there was no the
ory of the law which enabled freed
men to be dedit with as helrs or de
scendants of Indians, although per-
haps most of them had Indian blood
in their velns,

The negro lobbylsts claimed the
freedmen could be, enrolled as Iu-
dians without additional legislation.
President Roosevelt, not being sure,
asked the depnrlment of Jjustice for
an opinion,





